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Costa Rica is a country located in the Central American Isthmus that has five public universities (which are financed by the Costa Rican state through constitutional mandate) and 54 private universities. The University of Costa Rica (1941) is the largest and oldest of them and they are all grouped in the National Council of Rectors (CONARE), which is the coordinating body and developer of joint programs throughout the country. One of its organizations is called “Open Knowledge” and it is the one that has initiated and developed most of the activities to promote Open Science (OS). Since 2010 it has been organizing activities, first to promote OS through repositories and journal portals and second, it has been involved in the promotion of OS[footnoteRef:1], mainly with regard to research data, the application of open indicators and the inclusion of preprints in some journals. [1:   See Babini, D. y Rovelli, L. (2020). Tendencias recientes en las políticas científicas de ciencia abierta y acceso abierto en Iberoamérica, Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires: CLACSO, Fundación Carolina, pages 92-93. Available at: https://www.clacso.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Ciencia-Abierta-1.pdf 
] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Since commercial trade and profit have never been common practices (albeit there´s a tradition of library exchange and networking throughout Latin America), Costa Rica’s journal system like those of other countries in the region, was born with an open access concept in its academic publications. Indeed, the vast majority of these are financed with public funds from the universities and constitute a fundamental piece in the fabric of the science produced in the country. The open access diamond path has been the strongest option for journals, and the green path or the repositories options are strengthened.
As part of this process, Latin American information systems - which the country is a part of - have been the cornerstone of open access since 1997. Latindex, SciELO, Redalyc, LA Referencia, CLACSO, LatinRev and AmeliCA are services that bring together and disseminate the publications born and developed in the region. Most of these are distinguished by promoting non-commercial open access and represent, in many cases, unique examples in the world due to their characteristics. Some are promoted and sponsored by the universities. They were born with the aim of highlighting the scientific production of the region and as an alternative to paid publication of scientific articles. In addition, it is calculated that there are about 380 scientific journal portals and 665 repositories in the Latin American region, which is an important example of this development.
However, these conditions are currently the focus of extensive discussions, as we cannot stay on the sidelines of what is happening in the world. The influence of the market is a real threat. When we observe that the budgets of the universities are reduced and the commercial practices are consolidated in the scientific field; science evaluation systems are increasingly inclined to privileged mainstream journals, rather than the intrinsic quality of the article, thus causing an exclusion of local journals instead of strengthening them. We concentrate on reflecting where we are going and how we can get around those impositions. The path to OS is interfered with by these superstructures that become the puppeteer who pulls the strings of the system.
In this scenario, OS could become a chimera because, in order to make it a reality, we must consider, in addition to the already mentioned challenges, the efforts necessary to achieve a cultural change. There is reluctance in the academic sector, not only because these are new and unusual practices, but also because they require a process of sensitization to orient more towards "the common good", which collides with individualism, commercial interests, lack of incentives and the fear of change.
However, in Costa Rica, as in other Latin American countries, public universities have redoubled their efforts to achieve these changes. Awareness-raising activities become the first step to advance towards OS, as well as the dissemination of its principles and proposals. The workshops, conferences and other activities that are directed towards the various actors involved, become the spearhead to achieve this end.
Likewise, more solid, cooperative, and in-depth efforts are being developed at the regional level. The formation of the Latin American Forum on Scientific Evaluation (FOLEC) in 2019 has been a good start and the Regional Consultation that was held to elaborate the "Unesco Recommendation on Open Science" for November 2021. Also the "Declaration of Panama on Open Science” (2018) proposed to promote an OS network in the region as well as national and institutional policies to advance. Thus, in all these endeavors the collaboration and strengthening of regional systems stand out so that they do not lose their way, under the incentive that access to knowledge must be a human right.



